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TAPE I 
SUBJECT: LIFE HISTORIES 
AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH: MS. MAE BRUMFIELD 
CONDUCTED BY: AMANDA LAMBERT 
DATE OF INTERVIEW: NOVEMBER 8, 1998 
TRANSCRIPTIONIST/TYPIST: TRINA NORMAN 
The Oral History of Mae Brumfield, is in general about her life. 
She talks about where she was born and where she was raised 
as a small child and the different activivties she did. She 
also speaks of her life when she was a young lady and when she 
married and the role of housewife. She speaks about her 
religious identification from childhood to now. She also tells 
stories of about rearing her children. She also tells about 
living in Appalachia during the Depression and World War I, 
how it was during this time when everything was rationed and 
how they lived off of the land. She also speaks of her short 
career as a teacher in a one room school house, and how she 
went about being certified as a teacher but could not because 
she had children to take care of. Speaks of home remedies using 
natural substances such as yellow root and what it was for. 
She speaks of her childhood and how she raised her children 
differently, because she had a very lonesome childhood and only 
one brother. 
AMANDA LAMBERT 
ORAL HISTORY W/ 
MAE BRUMFIELD 
11 - 08-98 
MY NAME IS AMANDA LAMBERT AND I AM DOING A ORAL HISTORY OF MAE BRUMFIELD 
WHO WAS BORN OCTOBER 19, 1909. THIS IS FOR SOCIOLOGY IN APPALACHIA. 
TELL ME A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOU? WHERE WAS YOU BORN? BORN IN WAYNE COUNTY 
(WEST VIRGINIA), WHERE AT IN WAY? THE UPPER END OF WAYNE, IN TRAIL FORK. 
WHEN YOU WAS LITTLE, WHAT DID YOU DO? WERE THERE CERTAIN CHORES THAT YOU 
HAD TO DO OR DID THE GIRLS DO ONE THING AND THE BOYS DO ANOTHER? I HAD A 
HALF-BROTHER FERN. I DIDN'T HAVE MANY CHORES, I WASHED DISHES TILL I GOT BIG 
ENOUGH TO COOK AND BROKE THE COWS THAT DIDN'T HAVE PASTURES, JUST TURNED 
THEM OUT AND LET THEM GO UP AND DOWN THE CREEK SOMEWHERE. THEN I WOULD GO 
HOME AT NIGHT JUST ME AND MY GRANDMA, SHE RAISED ME. I HAD TO GET THE SUPPER 
AND GO MILK THE COWS AT NIGHT THAT WAS ONE OF MY CHORES. THE DISH WASHIN WAS 
ALWAYS MINE, OTHER THAN THAT GRANDMA DONE THE HOUSE WORK. 
WHAT DID FERN HAVE TO DO? HE FED THE LIVESTOCK AND THEN AFTER THAT HE LEFT 
FOR SCHOOL LIKE I DID. WE BOTH WENT TO THE SAME SCHOOL. IN THE SUMMERTIME HE 
HOE'D CORN AND GARDENS AND RAISED VEGETABLES. A BIG CORN FIELD OF FIVE ACRES 
AND ALL OF IT DIED OUT. HE WOULD USE ME AND MY GRANDMA WOULD HELP US PART 
TIME. HE WOULD USE ME AND TRIED SOMEBODY TO HELP ALSO. FERN WOULD GO ON 
AFTER HE GROWN UP AND WOULDN'T BE BACK ON TIME. HE WASN'T THERE HALF THE TIME, 
HE DODGED THAT WORK. 
DID YOU ALL HAVE A LOT OF GARDEN STUFF? YES, WE RAISED A GOOD GARDEN. WE 
HAD ALL KINDS OF STUFF. DID YOU ALL HAVE A LOT OF LAND? I WAS THINKING ABOUT 
THAT THIS MORNING, HOW MANY ACRES THERE WAS. GRANDPA MAYBE HAD TWENTY-FIVE 
OR THIRTY MORE OF ACRES, I REALLY DON'T KNOW. IT WAS A GREAT BIG PIECE OF LAND 
BUT WE LIVED ON A FARM IN THE MOUTH OF A HOLLER. HIS FARM LAID IN THE HEAD OF 
THAT HOLLER AND IT WAS A MILE LONG. WE LIVED ON THE COMPANY LAND UP IN THE 
MOUTH OF THE HOLLER. WE HAD A BIG BOTTOM ACROSS THE CREEK FROM OUR HOUSE 
AND WE HAD A BIG GARDEN OVER THERE AND A BIG GARDEN OVER IN THE BACK OF THE 
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HOUSE. HE FARMED A LOT AND RAISED CATTLE AND SOLD THEM AND HOGS AND THATS 
HOW WE MADE OUR LIVING. 
WHAT KIND OF CHILDHOOD DID YOU HAVE? WHAT KIND OF GAMES DID YOU PLAY? DID 
YOU HAVE A PRETTY PEACEFUL CHILDHOOD? NO, I HAD ONE OF THE LONIEST CHILDHOOD'S 
ANYONE COULD HAVE. BECAUSE MY BROTHER WAS SEVEN YEARS OLDER THAN ME. HE 
HAD LEFT FOR PUBLIC WORK. I DON'T KNOW IF HE WAS EVEN EIGHTEEN WHEN HE WENT UP 
THE GUYAN RIVER WHERE THERE WERE TIMBER JOBS. HE WAS GONE MOST OF THE TIME. 
THERE WAS NOBODY BUT ME, GRANDPA, AND GRANDMA AND THEY WAS OLD PEOPLE. IT 
WAS AWFUL LONESOME FOR ME. WE LIVED ABOUT A HALF OF A MILE FROM ANOTHER 
PERSON. THEY LIVED ABOVE US ON THAT CREEK AND BELOW US. ONCE AND A WHILE WE 
GOT TO PLAY ON SUNDAYS. HARDLY EVER AND USUALLY WE WOULD GAIN UP ON THAT BIG 
BOTTOM OVER THERE. ALL THE CHILDREN ON THAT CREEK CAME OVER THERE ON 
SUNDAYS. THEY WASN'T NO CHURCH TO GO TO AND WE ALL PRAY FOR GOD TO HELP 
EACHOTHER. I CAN'T REMEMBER THEIR NAMES. SOMETIMES WE PLA YEO BALL AND 
DIFFERENT GAMES. HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR CHILDHOOD EFFECTED YOU AS AN ADULT 
WHEN YOU WAS PARENTING YOUR OWN KIDS AFTER YOU AND TOM GOT MARRIED? NO, I 
TRIED NOT TO RAISE THEM LIKE l'D BEEN RAISED. THEIR LIFE WAS VERY DIFFERENT FROM 
MINE. THEY HAD MORE THAN I HAD. 
I REMEMBER YOU TELLING ME THAT WHEN YOUR DADDY GOT SICK YOU HAD TO TAKE 
CARE OF YOURSELF. WAS THAT SOMETHING YOU KNEW YOU HAD TO DO? THEIR WAS NO 
ONE ELSE BUT ME. I WAS THE ONLY CHILD. HIS WIFE DIED AND HE WAS EIGHTY YEARS OLD 
WHEN I WENT AND GOT HIM. LIVING ON A BIG FARM, HE HAD TWO BIG FARMS. HE HAD SOLD 
ONE AND THE OTHER ONE I HAD GIVE HIM MONEY TO USE. AFTER HE CAME TO STAY WITH 
ME, I SOLD THE FARM AND I KEPT HIM EIGHT YEARS BEFORE HE DIED. HE WAS 
EIGHTY-EIGHT YEARS OLD. 
DID YOU CARE FOR ANYONE ELSE WHO WAS SICK IN YOUR FAMILY? I HAD A LOT OF SICK 
CHILDREN AND ONE DIED, NEXT TO THE OLDEST. DID THE OTHER PEOPLE AROUND YOU 
~}f• W:•1 Cllf: 0$•, • •~· ~t'.__,. ,.,,~ •• , ~• -• • 
;,·'· . 
. i,_ 
EXPECT YOU TO TAKE CARE OF THE SICK? UNTIL NOW THERE WAS NO HELP, JUST YOUR 
RELATIVES TO TAKE CARE OF YOU, THE CLOSEST TO YOU. 
AFTER YOU AND TOM GOT MARRIED, DID HE WANT TO GO INTO THE TIMBERING? YES, 
TIMBERING AND SAWED MINE BEAMS FOR THE MINES. DO YOU KNOW WHAT MINE IT WAS? 
NO BUT I THINK IT WAS CALLED ALUM CREEK COAL CO. 
HAVE YOU MORE LESS LIVED AROUND HERE IN THIS AREA OF HARTS ALL YOUR LIFE? 
YES. THE MINING AND THE TIMBERING IN THIS AREA ESPECIALLY THE TIMBERING, DO YOU 
THINK IT HAS CHANGED? YES, ITS CHANGED A GREAT DEAL. TOM SINCE HE FIRST STARTED, 
MY OPINION HE HAD TO SELL HIS TIMBER TO HER AND HER BROTHER AND ALL THE MINES. 
MORE OFTEN THEY DIDN'T BUY FROM NOBODY BUT HIM. HE TOOK THEM UP OVER THERE 
AND SHIPPED THEM. THEY HAD WAGONS AND TEAMS BACK THEN WHEN HE STARTED. HE 
HAD TWO MULES AND A WAGON. IN THE LATER YEARS HE WORKED AT IT ALL HIS LIFE AND 
HE BOUGHT TRUCKS. 
HOW MANY KIDS DID YOU HAVE? I HAD SIX. HOW MANY DID YOUR GRANDPARENTS 
HAVE? THEY HAD TWO, TWO GIRLS. THATS ODD BECAUSE USUALLY THEY HAD MORE 
CHILDREN BACK THEN. ALL HIS BROTHERS AND SISTERS HAD BIG FAMILIES. 
DURING THE WAR, DO YOU THINK LIVING HERE IN THE APPALACHIA MADE A DIFFERENCE 
THAN LIVING IN A BIG CITY DURING THE DEPRESSION AND STUFF? DO YOU THINK BEING 
HERE TOGETHER JUST LIKE WITH FOOD AND SHARING? WHERE I LIVED THEY RAISED BIG 
GARDENS AND CANNED THEIR FOODS. THEY DIDN'T BUY MUCH FOOD LIKE IN THE LATER 
YEARS OF MY LIFE. SINCE l'VE BEEN ON A FIXED SALARY I ALWAYS CAN MY FOOD BUT 
SINCE I HAVE HEART FAILURE AND HAD TO QUIT WORK, I DIDN'T GARDEN NO MORE. DO YOU 
THINK LIVING AROUND HERE WAS A LOT EASIER DURING THE DEPRESSION? IT WAS 
BECAUSE WE COULD RAISE OUR FOOD AND NOW YOU SEE THESE PEOPLE DIDN'T HAVE A 
JOB THEY DIDN'T HAVE NOTHING TO EAT UNLESS SOMEBODY GAVE IT TO THEM. 
IN WAR WORLD I, DID YOU KNOW ANYBODY THAT WENT THERE? DID TOM GO TO WAR? 
NO, HE NEVER DID GO. DALES FATHER-IN-LAW WAS IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND HE'S 
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BEEN DEAD FOR SEVERAL YEARS. HE GO GASSED AND TOOK THEM SPELLS. I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT KIND OF SPELLS YOU WOULD CALL THEM BUT THEY WOULD JUST COME ON AND HE 
WOULD GET SO SLEEPY YOU WOULD THINK HE WAS GOING TO DIE. I FORGOT WHAT I GAVE 
HIM BUT HE TOLD HIS WIFE THAT I SAVED HIS LIFE. HE SAID HE WOULD HAVE DIED IF I 
WOULDVE GAVE HIM NOTHING. 
I REMEMBER YOU TELLING ME THAT YOU WORKED OVER AT L.T.'S DURING THE VIETNAM 
WAR. DO YOU REMEMBER THE STAMPS? YES, AND THE FAMILIES WOULD COME IN FOR 
SUGAR AND OTHER THINGS. THE SIZE OF THE FAMILY DETERMINES HOW MUCH STAMPS 
THEY GOT. DID YOU EVER SUFFER FOR FOOD? NO NEVER. 
I KNOW YOU USE TO GO TO CHURCH A LOT AND YOU DON'T GET TO AS MUCH AS YOU 
USE TO. IF THEY WERE A CHURCH, WE WOULD WALK FOUR TO FIVE MILES TO GO TO 
CHURCH ON SUNDAYS. ONLY ONE SUNDAY OUT OF A MONTH THAT THEY DIDN'T GO TO 
CHURCH. DID YOUR GRANDPA AND GRANDMA RAISE YOU TO BE RELIGIOUS? GRANDPA 
NEVER DID BELONG TO CHURCH. HE DIED AND NEVER DID JOIN A CHURCH BUT HE ALWAYS 
WENT. GRANDMA BELIEVED IN HARD SHELL BAPTIST AND HE BELIEVED IN SOMETHING ELSE. 
I DON'T KNOW WHAT THAT CHURCH WAS CALLED. DO YOU THINK THAT THEY HELPED YOU 
GET THROUGH LIFE? I NEVER DID GET BAPTIZED WHEN I WAS A CHILD. I WAS BAPTIZED IN 
1949. I KNEW I WAS CONVERTED WHEN I WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD. WHERE WAS THAT AT? 
AT THE HARTS CREEK CHURCH. THE CHURCH WAS IN A SCHOOL HOUSE AND I SAT WITH 
SOMEONE IN THE BACK. WHEN THEY CALLED FOR JOINERS I THOUGHT I WILL BE BAPTIZED. 
I'll SO EVERYTHING THAT WAS RIGHT. A FAT LADY STOOD THERE AND NEVER DID GET OUT 
OF MY WAY SO I NEVER DID GO ON. I STILL DID NOTHING MEAN. 
WAS GRANDMA MORE THE HEAD OF THE HOUSE OR WAS GRANDPA? GRANDPA WAS THE 
RULER AND HE WAS HATEFUL. SHE BOSSED HER HOUSE AND THINGS AND WANT EVER SHE 
WANTED SHE GOT. SHE CLOTHED US AND TOOK CARE OF OUR SHOES ND THINGS. I DON'T 
REMEMBER GETTING MANY PAIRS OF SHOES. I REMEMBER ONE TIME GRANDPA WENT ALL 
OUT AND SOMETIMES HE WOULD BUILD A CHIMNEY OUT OF STONE, CUTTING THEM FROM 
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ROCK DO YOU KNOW HOW HE DID THAT? HE HAD TOOLS. I NEVER NEW WHAT WAS WHAT 
BUT HE HAD A BAG FULL. GRACES HOUSE BURNED THERE WAS BIG SQUARES OF ROCK FOR 
THE UNDERPINNING. HOW LONG WAS THEY? l'D SAY 21/2 FEET OF SQUARE ROCK. THEY 
SOLD THEM. I WONDER WHO GOT THEM. I WOULD LOVE TO HAVE ONE. 
WAS YOUR DADDY A STONE MASON OR YOUR GRANDPA? MY DADDY WAS A NERCHMERT 
AND A FARMER, HE KEPT THE STORE ALL THE TIME. I DIDN'T KNOW HE WAS A STONE 
MASON. 
DID HE GO A LOT OF STUFF AROUND THE HOUSE OR DID YOUR GRANDMA? NO, HE WAS 
CRAZIEST AROUND THE HOUSE. HE TOOK CARE OF THE CATTLE AND PROPERTY. HE NEVER 
MILKED A COW. WHO MILKED THE COW? GRANNY, FERN, AND ME. NORIE NEVER LEARNED 
HOW TO DO NOTHING. WHO IS THAT? SHE IS MY AUNT. SHE MARRIED BOB BRUMFIELD. 
WHAT DID YOU DO AS A TEENAGER? DID YOU HAVE SOCIAL GATHERINGS AT CHURCH? 
HOW DID YOU MEET TOM? I MET HIM AT MY AUNTS. BOB SISTER CLOSE TO MY AGE. SHE 
WAS RELATED TO BOB DINGESS THE MAN SHE WOULD MARRY. HE WOULD COME DOWN 
THERE WITH BOB AND I MET HIM THERE. IT WAS TWO YEARS BEFORE WE WAS MARRIED. 
WHAT DID YOU DO FOR FUN? THERE WAS NOTHING TO DO. I REMEMBER HAVING A CAKE 
WALK AND A BOX SUPPER. WE WOULD FIX GOOD LUNCHES AND TAKE THEM TO THE 
SCHOOL HOUSE. I NEVER DID TAKE ANY, BUT MY GIRLFRIEND WAS OLDER THAN ME AND 
SHE WAS DATING SOMEBODY. WHAT DID THEY DO FIX SUPPER AND PUT IT IN A BOX? WHAT 
WOULD YOU DO WITH IT? SELL IT TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. WHAT ELSE DID YOU DO? WE 
DID BEAN STRINGING AND APPLE PEELING. WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH THE BOX SUPPER? 
HAVE A AUCTION. THEY WOULD BID ON A BOX AND DIDN'T GO VERY MUCH THEN BECAUSE A 
DOLLAR WAS A DOLLAR BACK THEN. WOULD THE BOYS BID ON THEM? THEY WOULD BID ON 
THEM AND WHO EVER WOULD BID THE HIGHEST GOT THE BOX. THAT WAS THE SAME WAY 
WITH THE PEANUT SHARE. WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH THE PEANUT? I NEVER GOT A 
PEANUT SHARE. THEY CAME IN A BOX YOU KNOW HOW PEANUTS USE TO COME. WHERE 
DID THEY GET THE PEANUTS FROM? WHO EVER HAD THE SHARE WOULD BUY THE PEANUTS 
FROM THE GROCERY. DID YOU ALL USE TO MAKE THE APPLE PEELING IN THE FALL? YES. 
DID YOU ALL MAKE APPLE BUTTER? SOMEONE USE TO MAKE THE APPLE BUTTER, CAN IT OR 
SOMETHING. GRANNY NEVER DID, WE PEELED THEM OURSELVES. I HAD SOMEBODY TO 
COME IN A STIR IT. I MADE APPLE BUTTER AND I MADE PUMPKIN BUTTER. 
HOW OLD ARE YOU NOW? I AM EIGHTY-NINE. 
WHAT DID YOU AND TOM DO WHEN YOU WAS A TEENAGER? DID YOU STAY AT THE 
HOUSE OR GO TO DANCES? NO, THEY DIDN'T HAVE NO DANCES OF NO KIND. DID THEY 
HAVE SOCIALS OF ANY KIND? NO DANCES IN MY DAY. TOM BOUGHT A CAR BEFORE WE 
WAS MARRIED. 
WHICH ONE OF YOUR KIDS ARE THE OLDEST? IRENE. DID YOU HAVE IRENE AT HOME OR 
IN THE HOSPITAL? I HAD HER AT HOME. DID YOU HAVE A DOCTOR? I HAD EVERY ONE OF 
MY CHILDREN AT HOME. I HAD A DOCTOR WITH EVERY ONE OF THEM. DID YOU HAVE A 
MID-WIFE? WELL WITH ONE COULDN'T GE THE DOCTOR THERE. DIDN'T KNOW IF THEY GOT 
A HOLD OF THE DOCTOR OR NOT AND OLD MS. PORTER LIVED THERE AT THE END OF HARTS 
CAME UP THERE AND DRESSED THE BABY. THE BABY WAS BORED WHEN SHE GOT THERE. 
WHO HELPED YOU DELIVERY IT? I DID IT MYSELF. JUST THAT ONE BECAUSE I HAD 
DOCTORS WITH THE OTHERS. DID YOU HAVE PAIN MEDICINE? DID YOU DELIVERY THEM ALL 
NATURAL? I HARDLY HAD A PAIN. EASIEST BIRTH I EVER SEEN OR HEARD TELL OF. I 
WASN'T DUE FOR A WEEK OR TWO. WHO WAS THIS WITH? THE ONE THAT DIED. IT WAS 
IMAGENE, SHE WAS A BABY GIRL. SHE WAS FOURTEEN MONTHS OLD. I WENT TO VISIT 
RELATIVES AND MY WATER BROKE IN FRONT OF SOME STRANGERS AND I WAS 
EMBARRASSED TO ADMIT IT, SO I WENT HOME. I ALMOST NEVER MADE IT TO THE HOUSE. I 
HAD A BANK TO CLIMB. I LIKE TO NEVER MADE IT UP THAT BANK. HOW MANY FEET WAS 
THAT? AROUND FIFTY FEET OR MORE. I WENT TO THE HOUSE AND HE WENT TO THE SAW 
MILL. HE WAS SCARED TO DEATH, SO THE WORKERS SHUT THE MILL DOWN AND HE BEAT 
ME TO THE HOUSE. HE RAN IN AND CHANGED MY BED. HE CALLED THE DOCTOR, DR. 
FERRELL WAS OUR DOCTOR. I HAD HIM WITH IRENE. I HAD HIM EMPLOYED TO COME AGAIN 




WHEN I CALLED HIM, BUT HE WAS GONE. SO HE CALLED ANOTHER DOCTOR WHO WAS UP 
ON BIG CREEK I DIDN'T KNOW THERE WAS ANOTHER DOCTOR CLOSER THAN HUNTINGTON. 
HE COULDN'T GET HIM, SO HIS BROTHER HOWARD DROVE HIS TIMBER TRUCK TO LOGAN. 
HE TOLD HERB AND SCARED HIM TO DEATH. SO THEY CALLED ANOTHER DOCTOR. TOM 
WENT AND GOT MS. PORTER. WHEN SHE GOT THERE THE BABY WAS BORNEO. THEN THE 
DOCTOR SHOWED UP AND SAID, "YOU GOT A MID-WIFE DID YA." FERRELL WAS OUR FAMILY 
DOCTOR AND HAD HIM BEFORE. HE WAS ALWAYS HERE, MONEY OR NO MONEY. THE 
DOCTOR ASKED THE OLD LADY, "DID YOU PUT ANYTHING IN THIS BABIES EYES?" JUST AS 
HATEFUL AS HE COULD TALK, SO I HAD TOM TO KICK HIM OUT OF HERE. SHE SAID, YES SIR I 
DID. WHAT DID SHE PUT IN HER EYES? NOT SURE WHAT IT WAS. WAS HE FROM AROUND 
HERE? NO 
WHEN YOU WAS BORN DID YOUR MOMMY HAVE A DOCTOR OR A MID-WIFE? WHO 
DELIVERED YOU? I DON'T KNOW IF I WAS TOLD OR NOT. I GUESS A MID-WIFE BECAUSE 
THERE WAS NO DOCTORS CLOSE AROUND. THERE WAS ONE OVER ON COAL CREEK BUT HE 
DIDN'T GET OUT MUCH. 
DID YOU USE A LOT OF HOME REMEDIES? ALL WE HAD TO USE. THERE WAS ONE DOWN 
AT ATTENVILLE. HE WAS KINDA A QUACK DOCTOR. HE NEVER WENT TO SCHOOL FOR IT. 
MAYBE A LITTLE WHILE IN SCHOOL. WHAT WAS HIS NAME? JOHNNY ROOFUS. 
WHAT KIND OF HOME REMEDIES DID YOU USE? OK, YOU WAS TELLING ABOUT BEING 
SICK ONE DAY. I GOT SICK AT SCHOOL AND FORGOT MY BOOKS. THE BOOKS WE HAD WAS 
CIVIL GOVERNMENT, AGRICULTURE, HISTORY, HEALTHY LIVING, MATH, AND SPELLING. I SIT 
THERE FOR A WHILE UNTIL I COULD MAKE IT HOME. THEN I WENT TO BED. I NEVER DID GET 
ANY BETTER. SOMEONE ACROSS THE HILL MADE SOME BITTERS. THEY GO THROUGH THE 
MOUNTAINS TO GET HERBS AND THINGS. IT WAS THE BITTEST TASTING STUFF BUT SHE 
CURED ME. WHAT KIND OF HERBS WAS IN IT? DON'T KNOW. WHAT OTHER KINDS OF 
REMEDIES DID YOU HAVE FOR COLDS? ROSE MILK. WHAT IS THAT? ITS AN OLD TIME ONE. 
HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF BLACK AILMENT? NO, DADDY SOLD SOME CALLED SNAKE 
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AILMENT. ONE THING SHE MADE WAS ROCK CANDY AND WHISKEY. HE WOULD GO TO 
CATTLETSBURG, KY. FOR WHISKEY. I WOULD PUT THE CANDY IN THE BOTTLE AND HE 
WOULD MAKE ME DRINK SOME BECAUSE I HAD A BAD COUGH. IT WAS RIGHT AFTER MY 
MOM DIED. THEY SAID SHE DIED OF TB. SHE GOT SICK AROUND CHRISTMAS AND DIED IN 
MAY. DID THAT ROCK CANDY AND WHISKEY CURE YOU? YES, DADDY SAID IT DID. 
DID THEY DO A LOT OF MOONSHINE AROUND HERE? LORD YES, A LOT OF FAMILIES 
WOULD HAVE STARVED WITHOUT MOONSHINE. DID YOU ALL USE YELLOW ROOT OR 
GINSENG FOR HOME REMEDIES? YES, LIKE IT YOU GOT SORES, LIKE CUTS IN THE CORNERS 
OF YOUR MOUTH, WHY YOU JUST CLEW SOME YELLOW ROOT AND IN THE MORNING IT 
WOULD BE WELL. WHAT OTHER KIND OF REMEDIES? WELL I USED TO GET GRASS 
POISONING ON MY LEGS, AND IT WOULDN'T HEAL AND MY MOTHER WOULD MAKE ME SCRUB 
MY LEGS WITH SALT WATER AND A WASH CLOTH. 
AFTER YOU AND TOM GOT MARRIED AND HAD YOURS KIDS, YOU TOLD ME THAT THINGS 
HAD CHANGED. DO YOU THINK ITS CHANGED FOR THE BETTER OR WORSE? OH ITS BETTER, 
WE HAVE ELECTRICITY, I NEVER HAD IT GROWING UP. I HAD NO LUXURIES. WE WORKED AT 
NIGHT DOING WASHING AND COOKING. WHEN IT WAS DINNER TIME, DID ALL THE MEN COME 
TO THE TABLE AND EAT FIRST AND THEN ALL THE WOMEN AND KIDS? OR HOW DID IT 
WORK? WELL IF YOU HAD A BIG LOT OF MEN, YOU WOULD SEAT THEM FIRST. BUT IF THERE 
WERE NOT THAT MANY WE WOULD ALL EAT TOGETHER. HOW MUCH DID YOU ALL HOGS 
WEIGH? MAYBE 3 OR 4 HUNDRED POUNDS. HE WOULD HAVE ONE READY TO KILL BY 
THANKSGIVING OR CHRISTMAS. BUT YOU WOULD HAVE TO HAVE A COLD SPELL TO FREEZE 
THEM. 
SO DID THE WOMEN DO THE COOKING? AND THE MEN DID THE EATING. WOULD TOM 
HELP YOU IN THE KITCHEN OR AROUND THE HOUSE? NO HE WOULDN'T HELP ME FOR 
NOTHING. HE MILKED THE COW FOR A WHILE THEN GOT TIRED OF IT. 
WAS THERE A LOT OF VIOLENCE BACK THEN? EVERYTHING PRETTY MUCH STAYED KINDA 
CALM. 
WAS TOM IN THE MINE WARS, LIKE AT MATEWAN? NO HE WASN'T SELLING TO THE MINES 
THEN. DO YOU REMEMBER THE MATEWAN MASSACRE? I READ ABOUT IT, THATS ALL I 
KNOW. 
WHAT DID YOUR KIDS DO WHEN THEY WHERE YOUNGER? WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES? 
BALL GAMES AND STUFF AROUND THE SCHOOL. MUCH LIKE IT IS NOW. 
YOU USED TO BE A TEACHER, DIDN'T YOU? YES, IN A ONE ROOM SCHOOL. MY TEACHER 
WAS HARRIS TOMBLIN. WHERE DID YOU GO TO SCHOOL AT? TRIAL FORK AND GOT MY 
TEACHING CERTIFICATE FROM CHARLESTON. 
IF YOU COULD HAVE LIVED SOMEWHERE ELSE WOULD YOU HAVE? NO. WHY? WELL I 
FEEL LIKE THERE IS NOT AS MUCH DESTRUCTION AS THERE IS EVERYWHERE ELSE. WHEN 
YOU WHERE YOUNGER IF YOU HAD A CHOICE WOULD YOU HAVE LEFT? OH YES, IF I HAD MY 
LIFE TO LIVE OVER I WOULD HAVE LEFT HERE. WHERE WOULD YOU HAVE MOVED TO? I 
DON'T KNOW, I HAVEN'T MADE UP MY MIND ON THAT YET. 
ARE YOU PROUD OF YOUR HERITAGE? YES I AM. ITS NOT MUCH BUT I HAVEN'T DONE 
BAD. ARE YOU PROUD OF YOUR TELLS OF LIFE? I AM SURE YOUR GRANDPARENTS TOLD 
YOU STORIES ABOUT THE OLD TIMES. 
DID PEOPLE HELP OTHER PEOPLE WHEN THEY WAS SICK? YES, MOSTLY TAKE FOOD 
FROM THEIR GARDENS AND HELP IN THAT WAY. 
SO IN THE CONCLUSION, YOU WAS NEVER RICH BUT NEVER POOR. YOU ALWAYS HAD 
WHAT YOU NEEDED? WE NEVER WENT HUNGRY. 
WHEN WAS YOU BORN? OCTOBER 19, 1909 
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TELL ME A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOU? WHERE WAS YOU BORN? BORN IN WAYNE COUNTY 
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WHEN YOU WAS LITTLE, WHAT DID YOU DO? WERE THERE CERTAIN CHORES THAT YOU 
HAD TO DO OR DID THE GIRLS DO ONE THING AND THE BOYS DO ANOTHER? I HAD A 
HALF-BROTHER FERN. I DIDN'T HAVE MANY CHORES, I WASHED DISHES TILL I GOT BIG 
ENOUGH TO COOK AND BROKE THE COWS THAT DIDN'T HAVE PASTURES, JUST TURNED 
THEM OUT AND LET THEM GO UP AND DOWN THE CREEK SOMEWHERE. THEN I WOULD GO 
HOME AT NIGHT JUST ME AND MY GRANDMA, SHE RAISED ME. I HAD TO GET THE SUPPER 
AND GO MILK THE COWS AT NIGHT THAT WAS ONE OF MY CHORES. THE DISH WASHIN WAS 
ALWAYS MINE, OTHER THAN THAT GRANDMA DONE THE HOUSE WORK. 
WHAT DID FERN HAVE TO DO? HE FED THE LIVESTOCK AND THEN AFTER THAT HE LEFT 
FOR SCHOOL LIKE I DID. WE BOTH WENT TO THE SAME SCHOOL. IN THE SUMMERTIME HE 
HOE'D CORN AND GARDENS AND RAISED VEGETABLES. A BIG CORN FIELD OF FIVE ACRES 
AND ALL OF IT DIED OUT. HE WOULD USE ME AND MY GRANDMA WOULD HELP US PART 
TIME. HE WOULD USE ME AND TRIED SOMEBODY TO HELP ALSO. FERN WOULD GO ON 
AFTER HE GROWN UP AND WOULDN'T BE BACK ON TIME. HE WASN'T THERE HALF THE TIME, 
HE DODGED THAT WORK. 
DID YOU ALL HAVE A LOT OF GARDEN STUFF? YES, WE RAISED A GOOD GARDEN. WE 
HAD ALL KINDS OF STUFF. DID YOU ALL HAVE A LOT OF LAND? I WAS THINKING ABOUT 
THAT THIS MORNING, HOW MANY ACRES THERE WAS. GRANDPA MAYBE HAD TWENTY-FIVE 
OR THIRTY MORE OF ACRES, I REALLY DON'T KNOW. IT WAS A GREAT BIG PIECE OF LAND 
BUT WE LIVED ON A FARM IN THE MOUTH OF A HOLLER. HIS FARM LAID IN THE HEAD OF 
THAT HOLLER AND IT WAS A MILE LONG. WE LIVED ON THE COMPANY LAND UP IN THE 
MOUTH OF THE HOLLER. WE HAD A BIG BOTTOM ACROSS THE CREEK FROM OUR HOUSE 
AND WE HAD A BIG GARDEN OVER THERE AND A BIG GARDEN OVER IN THE BACK OF THE 
HOUSE. HE FARMED A LOT AND RAISED CATTLE AND SOLD THEM AND HOGS AND THATS 
HOW WE MADE OUR LIVING. 
WHAT KIND OF CHILDHOOD DID YOU HAVE? WHAT KIND OF GAMES DID YOU PLAY? DID 
YOU HAVE A PRETTY PEACEFUL CHILDHOOD? NO, I HAD ONE OF THE LONIEST CHILDHOOD'S 
ANYONE COULD HAVE. BECAUSE MY BROTHER WAS SEVEN YEARS OLDER THAN ME. HE 
HAD LEFT FOR PUBLIC WORK. I DON'T KNOW IF HE WAS EVEN EIGHTEEN WHEN HE WENT UP 
THE GUYAN RIVER WHERE THERE WERE TIMBER JOBS. HE WAS GONE MOST OF THE TIME. 
THERE WAS NOBODY BUT ME, GRANDPA, AND GRANDMA AND THEY WAS OLD PEOPLE. IT 
WAS AWFUL LONESOME FOR ME. WE LIVED ABOUT A HALF OF A MILE FROM ANOTHER 
PERSON. THEY LIVED ABOVE US ON THAT CREEK AND BELOW US. ONCE AND A WHILE WE 
GOT TO PLAY ON SUNDAYS. HARDLY EVER AND USUALLY WE WOULD GAIN UP ON THAT BIG 
BOTTOM OVER THERE. ALL THE CHILDREN ON THAT CREEK CAME OVER THERE ON 
SUNDAYS. THEY WASN'T NO CHURCH TO GO TO AND WE ALL PRAY FOR GOD TO HELP 
EACHOTHER. I CAN'T REMEMBER THEIR NAMES. SOMETIMES WE PLAYED BALL AND 
DIFFERENT GAMES. HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR CHILDHOOD EFFECTED YOU AS AN ADULT 
WHEN YOU WAS PARENTING YOUR OWN KIDS AFTER YOU AND TOM GOT MARRIED? NO, I 
TRIED NOT ,:o RAISE THEM LIKE l'D BEEN RAISED. THEIR LIFE WAS VERY DIFFERENT FROM 
MINE. THEY HAD MORE THAN I HAD. 
I REMEMBER YOU TELLING ME THAT WHEN YOUR DADDY GOT SICK YOU HAD TO TAKE 
CARE OF YOURSELF. WAS THAT SOMETHING YOU KNEW YOU HAD TO DO? THEIR WAS NO 
ONE ELSE BUT ME. I WAS THE ONLY CHILD. HIS WIFE DIED AND HE WAS EIGHTY YEARS OLD 
WHEN I WENT AND GOT HIM. LIVING ON A BIG FARM, HE HAD TWO BIG FARMS. HE HAD SOLD 
ONE AND THE OTHER ONE I HAD GIVE HIM MONEY TO USE. AFTER HE CAME TO STAY WITH 
ME, I SOLD THE FARM AND I KEPT HIM EIGHT YEARS BEFORE HE DIED. HE WAS 
EIGHTY-EIGHT YEARS OLD. 
DID YOU CARE FOR ANYONE ELSE WHO WAS SICK IN YOUR FAMILY? I HAD A LOT OF SICK 
CHILDREN AND ONE DIED, NEXT TO THE OLDEST. DID THE OTHER PEOPLE AROUND YOU 
EXPECT YOU TO TAKE CARE OF THE SICK? UNTIL NOW THERE WAS NO HELP, JUST YOUR 
RELATIVES TO TAKE CARE OF YOU, THE CLOSEST TO YOU. 
AFTER YOU AND TOM GOT MARRIED, DID HE WANT TO GO INTO THE TIMBERING? YES, 
TIMBERING AND SAWED MINE BEAMS FOR THE MINES. DO YOU KNOW WHAT MINE IT WAS? 
NO BUT I THINK IT WAS CALLED ALUM CREEK COAL CO. 
HAVE YOU MORE LESS LIVED AROUND HERE IN THIS AREA OF HARTS ALL YOUR LIFE? 
YES. THE MINING AND THE TIMBERING IN THIS AREA ESPECIALLY THE TIMBERING, DO YOU 
THINK IT HAS CHANGED? YES, ITS CHANGED A GREAT DEAL. TOM SINCE HE FIRST STARTED, 
MY OPINION HE HAD TO SELL HIS TIMBER TO HER AND HER BROTHER AND ALL THE MINES. 
MORE OFTEN THEY DIDN'T BUY FROM NOBODY BUT HIM. HE TOOK THEM UP OVER THERE 
AND SHIPPED THEM. THEY HAD WAGONS AND TEAMS BACK THEN WHEN HE STARTED. HE 
HAD TWO MULES AND A WAGON. IN THE LATER YEARS HE WORKED AT IT ALL HIS LIFE AND 
HE BOUGHT TRUCKS. 
HOW MANY KIDS DID YOU HAVE? I HAD SIX. HOW MANY DID YOUR GRANDPARENTS 
HAVE? THEY HAD TWO, TWO GIRLS. THATS ODD BECAUSE USUALLY THEY HAD MORE 
CHILDREN BACK THEN. ALL HIS BROTHERS AND SISTERS HAD BIG FAMILIES. 
DURING T,HE WAR, DO YOU THINK LIVING HERE IN THE APPALACHIA MADE A DIFFERENCE 
THAN LIVING IN A BIG CITY DURING THE DEPRESSION AND STUFF? DO YOU THINK BEING 
HERE TOGETHER JUST LIKE WITH FOOD AND SHARING? WHERE I LIVED THEY RAISED BIG 
GARDENS AND CANNED THEIR FOODS. THEY DIDN'T BUY MUCH FOOD LIKE IN THE LATER 
YEARS OF MY LIFE. SINCE l'VE BEEN ON A FIXED SALARY I ALWAYS CAN MY FOOD BUT 
SINCE I HAVE HEART FAILURE AND HAD TO QUIT WORK, I DIDN'T GARDEN NO MORE. DO YOU 
THINK LIVING AROUND HERE WAS A LOT EASIER DURING THE DEPRESSION? IT WAS 
BECAUSE WE COULD RAISE OUR FOOD AND NOW YOU SEE THESE PEOPLE DIDN'T HAVE A 
JOB THEY DIDN'T HAVE NOTHING TO EAT UNLESS SOMEBODY GAVE IT TO THEM. 
IN WAR WORLD I, DID YOU KNOW ANYBODY THAT WENT THERE? DID TOM GO TO WAR? 
NO, HE NEVER DID GO. DALES FATHER-IN-LAW WAS IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND HE'S 
BEEN DEAD FOR SEVERAL YEARS. HE GO GASSED AND TOOK THEM SPELLS. I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT KIND OF SPELLS YOU WOULD CALL THEM BUT THEY WOULD JUST COME ON AND HE 
WOULD GET SO SLEEPY YOU WOULD THINK HE WAS GOING TO DIE. I FORGOT WHAT I GAVE 
HIM BUT HE TOLD HIS WIFE THAT I SAVED HIS LIFE. HE SAID HE WOULD HAVE DIED IF I 
WOULD'VE GAVE HIM NOTHING. 
I REMEMBER YOU TELLING ME THAT YOU WORKED OVER AT L.T.'S DURING THE VIETNAM 
WAR. DO YOU REMEMBER THE STAMPS? YES, AND THE FAMILIES WOULD COME IN FOR 
SUGAR AND OTHER THINGS. THE SIZE OF THE FAMILY DETERMINES HOW MUCH STAMPS 
THEY GOT. DID YOU EVER SUFFER FOR FOOD? NO NEVER. 
I KNOW YOU USE TO GO TO CHURCH A LOT AND YOU DON'T GET TO AS MUCH AS YOU 
USE TO. IF THEY WERE A CHURCH, WE WOULD WALK FOUR TO FIVE MILES TO GO TO 
CHURCH ON SUNDAYS. ONLY ONE SUNDAY OUT OF A MONTH THAT THEY DIDN'T GO TO 
CHURCH. DID YOUR GRANDPA AND GRANDMA RAISE YOU TO BE RELIGIOUS? GRANDPA 
NEVER DID BELONG TO CHURCH. HE DIED AND NEVER DID JOIN A CHURCH BUT HE ALWAYS 
WENT. GRANDMA BELIEVED IN HARD SHELL BAPTIST AND HE BELIEVED IN SOMETHING ELSE. 
I DON'T KNOW WHAT THAT CHURCH WAS CALLED. DO YOU THINK THAT THEY HELPED YOU 
GET THROUGH LIFE? I NEVER DID GET BAPTIZED WHEN I WAS A CHILD. I WAS BAPTIZED IN 
1949. I KNEW I WAS CONVERTED WHEN I WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD. WHERE WAS THAT AT? 
AT THE HARTS CREEK CHURCH. THE CHURCH WAS IN A SCHOOL HOUSE AND I SAT WITH 
SOMEONE IN THE BACK. WHEN THEY CALLED FOR JOINERS I THOUGHT I WILL BE BAPTIZED. 
I'll SO EVERYTHING THAT WAS RIGHT. A FAT LADY STOOD THERE AND NEVER DID GET OUT 
OF MY WAY SO I NEVER DID GO ON. I STILL DID NOTHING MEAN. 
WAS GRANDMA MORE THE HEAD OF THE HOUSE OR WAS GRANDPA? GRANDPA WAS THE 
RULER AND HE WAS HATEFUL. SHE BOSSED HER HOUSE AND THINGS AND WANT EVER SHE 
WANTED SHE GOT. SHE CLOTHED US AND TOOK CARE OF OUR SHOES ND THINGS. I DON'T 
REMEMBER GETTING MANY PAIRS OF SHOES. I REMEMBER ONE TIME GRANDPA WENT ALL 
OUT AND SOMETIMES HE WOULD BUILD A CHIMNEY OUT OF STONE, CUTTING THEM FROM 
ROCK. DO YOU KNOW HOW HE DID THAT? HE HAD TOOLS. I NEVER NEW WHAT WAS WHAT 
BUT HE HAD A BAG FULL. GRACES HOUSE BURNED THERE WAS BIG SQUARES OF ROCK FOR 
THE UNDERPINNING. HOW LONG WAS THEY? I'D SAY 21/2 FEET OF SQUARE ROCK. THEY 
SOLD THEM. I WONDER WHO GOT THEM. I WOULD LOVE TO HAVE ONE. 
WAS YOUR DADDY A STONE MASON OR YOUR GRANDPA? MY DADDY WAS A NERCHMERT 
AND A FARMER, HE KEPT THE STORE ALL THE TIME. I DIDN'T KNOW HE WAS A STONE 
MASON. 
DID HE GO A LOT OF STUFF AROUND THE HOUSE OR DID YOUR GRANDMA? NO, HE WAS 
CRAZIEST AROUND THE HOUSE. HE TOOK CARE OF THE CATTLE AND PROPERTY. HE NEVER 
MILKED A COW. WHO MILKED THE COW? GRANNY, FERN, AND ME. NORIE NEVER LEARNED 
HOW TO DO NOTHING. WHO IS THAT? SHE IS MY AUNT. SHE MARRIED BOB BRUMFIELD. 
WHAT DID YOU DO AS A TEENAGER? DID YOU HAVE SOCIAL GATHERINGS AT CHURCH? 
HOW DID YOU MEET TOM? I MET HIM AT MY AUNTS. BOB SISTER CLOSE TO MY AGE. SHE 
WAS RELATED TO BOB DINGESS THE MAN SHE WOULD MARRY. HE WOULD COME DOWN 
THERE WITH BOB AND I MET HIM THERE. IT WAS TWO YEARS BEFORE WE WAS MARRIED. 
WHAT DID YOU DO FOR FUN? THERE WAS NOTHING TO DO. I REMEMBER HAVING A CAKE 
WALK AND A BOX SUPPER. WE WOULD FIX GOOD LUNCHES AND TAKE THEM TO THE 
SCHOOL HOUSE. I NEVER DID TAKE ANY, BUT MY GIRLFRIEND WAS OLDER THAN ME AND 
SHE WAS DATING SOMEBODY. WHAT DID THEY DO FIX SUPPER AND PUT IT IN A BOX? WHAT 
WOULD YOU DO WITH IT? SELL IT TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. WHAT ELSE DID YOU DO? WE 
DID BEAN STRINGING AND APPLE PEELING. WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH THE BOX SUPPER? 
HAVE A AUCTION. THEY WOULD BID ON A BOX AND DIDN'T GO VERY MUCH THEN BECAUSE A 
DOLLAR WAS A DOLLAR BACK THEN. WOULD THE BOYS BID ON THEM? THEY WOULD BID ON 
THEM AND WHO EVER WOULD BID THE HIGHEST GOT THE BOX. THAT WAS THE SAME WAY 
WITH THE PEANUT SHARE. WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH THE PEANUT? I NEVER GOT A 
PEANUT SHARE. THEY CAME IN A BOX YOU KNOW HOW PEANUTS USE TO COME. WHERE 
DID THEY GET THE PEANUTS FROM? WHO EVER HAD THE SHARE WOULD BUY THE PEANUTS 
FROM THE GROCERY. DID YOU ALL USE TO MAKE THE APPLE PEELING IN THE FALL? YES. 
DID YOU ALL MAKE APPLE BUTTER? SOMEONE USE TO MAKE THE APPLE BUTTER, CAN IT OR 
SOMETHING. GRANNY NEVER DID, WE PEELED THEM OURSELVES. I HAD SOMEBODY TO 
COME IN A STIR IT. I MADE APPLE BUTTER AND I MADE PUMPKIN BUTTER. 
HOW OLD ARE YOU NOW? I AM EIGHTY-NINE. 
WHAT DID YOU AND TOM DO WHEN YOU WAS A TEENAGER? DID YOU STAY AT THE 
HOUSE OR GO TO DANCES? NO, THEY DIDN'T HAVE NO DANCES OF NO KIND. DID THEY 
HAVE SOCIALS OF ANY KIND? NO DANCES IN MY DAY. TOM BOUGHT A CAR BEFORE WE 
WAS MARRIED. 
WHICH ONE OF YOUR KIDS ARE THE OLDEST? IRENE. DID YOU HAVE !RENE AT HOME OR 
IN THE HOSPITAL? I HAD HER AT HOME. DID YOU HAVE A DOCTOR? I HAD EVERY ONE OF 
MY CHILDREN AT HOME. I HAD A DOCTOR WITH EVERY ONE OF THEM. DID YOU HAVE A 
MID-WIFE? WELL WITH ONE COULDN'T GE THE DOCTOR THERE. DIDN'T KNOW IF THEY GOT 
A HOLD OF THE DOCTOR OR NOT AND OLD MS. PORTER LIVED THERE AT THE END OF HARTS 
CAME UP THERE AND DRESSED THE BABY. THE BABY WAS BORED WHEN SHE GOT THERE. 
WHO HELPED YOU DELIVERY IT? I DID IT MYSELF. JUST THAT ONE BECAUSE I HAD 
DOCTORS W)TH THE OTHERS. DID YOU HAVE PAIN MEDICINE? DID YOU DELIVERY THEM ALL 
NATURAL? I HARDLY HAD A PAIN. EASIEST BIRTH I EVER SEEN OR HEARD TELL OF. I 
WASN'T DUE FOR A WEEK OR TWO. WHO WAS THIS WITH? THE ONE THAT DIED. IT WAS 
IMAGENE, SHE WAS A BABY GIRL. SHE WAS FOURTEEN MONTHS OLD. I WENT TO VISIT 
RELATIVES AND MY WATER BROKE IN FRONT OF SOME STRANGERS AND I WAS 
EMBARRASSED TO ADMIT IT, SO I WENT HOME. I ALMOST NEVER MADE IT TO THE HOUSE. 
HAD A BANK TO CLIMB. I LIKE TO NEVER MADE IT UP THAT BANK. HOW MANY FEET WAS 
THAT? AROUND FIFTY FEET OR MORE. I WENT TO THE HOUSE AND HE WENT TO THE SAW 
MILL. HE WAS SCARED TO DEATH, SO THE WORKERS SHUT THE MILL DOWN AND HE BEAT 
ME TO THE HOUSE. HE RAN IN AND CHANGED MY BED. HE CALLED THE DOCTOR, DR. 
FERRELL WAS OUR DOCTOR. I HAD HIM WITH !RENE. I HAD HIM EMPLOYED TO COME AGAIN 
WHEN I CALLED HIM, BUT HE WAS GONE. SO HE CALLED ANOTHER DOCTOR WHO WAS UP 
ON BIG CREEK. I DIDN'T KNOW THERE WAS ANOTHER DOCTOR CLOSER THAN HUNTINGTON. 
HE COULDN'T GET HIM, SO HIS BROTHER HOWARD DROVE HIS TIMBER TRUCK TO LOGAN. 
HE TOLD HERB AND SCARED HIM TO DEATH. SO THEY CALLED ANOTHER DOCTOR. TOM 
WENT AND GOT MS. PORTER. WHEN SHE GOT THERE THE BABY WAS BORNEO. THEN THE 
DOCTOR SHOWED UP AND SAID, "YOU GOT A MID-WIFE DID YA. " FERRELL WAS OUR FAMILY 
DOCTOR AND HAD HIM BEFORE. HE WAS ALWAYS HERE, MONEY OR NO MONEY. THE 
DOCTOR ASKED THE OLD LADY, "DID YOU PUT ANYTHING IN THIS BABIES EYES?" JUST AS 
HATEFUL AS HE COULD TALK, SO I HAD TOM TO KICK HIM OUT OF HERE. SHE SAID, YES SIR I 
DID. WHAT DID SHE PUT IN HER EYES? NOT SURE WHAT IT WAS. WAS HE FROM AROUND 
HERE? NO 
WHEN YOU WAS BORN DID YOUR MOMMY HAVE A DOCTOR OR A MID-WIFE? WHO 
DELIVERED YOU? I DON'T KNOW IF I WAS TOLD OR NOT. I GUESS A MID-WIFE BECAUSE 
THERE WAS NO DOCTORS CLOSE AROUND. THERE WAS ONE OVER ON COAL CREEK BUT HE 
DIDN'T GET OUT MUCH. 
DID YOU USE A LOT OF HOME REMEDIES? ALL WE HAD TO USE. THERE WAS ONE DOWN 
AT ATTENVl~LE. HE WAS KINDA A QUACK DOCTOR. HE NEVER WENT TO SCHOOL FOR IT. 
MAYBE A LITTLE WHILE IN SCHOOL. WHAT WAS HIS NAME? JOHNNY ROOFUS. 
WHAT KIND OF HOME REMEDIES DID YOU USE? OK, YOU WAS TELLING ABOUT BEING 
SICK ONE DAY. I GOT SICK AT SCHOOL AND FORGOT MY BOOKS. THE BOOKS WE HAD WAS 
CIVIL GOVERNMENT, AGRICULTURE, HISTORY, HEALTHY LIVING, MATH, AND SPELLING. I SIT 
THERE FOR A WHILE UNTIL I COULD MAKE IT HOME. THEN I WENT TO BED. I NEVER DID GET 
ANY BETTER. SOMEONE ACROSS THE HILL MADE SOME BITTERS. THEY GO THROUGH THE 
MOUNTAINS TO GET HERBS AND THINGS. IT WAS THE BITTEST TASTING STUFF BUT SHE 
CURED ME. WHAT KIND OF HERBS WAS IN IT? DON'T KNOW. WHAT OTHER KINDS OF 
REMEDIES DID YOU HAVE FOR COLDS? ROSE MILK. WHAT IS THAT? ITS AN OLD TIME ONE. 
HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF BLACK AILMENT? NO, DADDY SOLD SOME CALLED SNAKE 
AILMENT. ONE THING SHE MADE WAS ROCK CANDY AND WHISKEY. HE WOULD GO TO 
CATTLETSBURG, KY. FOR WHISKEY. I WOULD PUT THE CANDY IN THE BOTTLE AND HE 
WOULD MAKE ME DRINK SOME BECAUSE I HAD A BAD COUGH. IT WAS RIGHT AFTER MY 
MOM DIED. THEY SAID SHE DIED OF TB. SHE GOT SICK AROUND CHRISTMAS AND DIED IN 
MAY. DID THAT ROCK CANDY AND WHISKEY CURE YOU? YES, DADDY SAID IT DID. 
DID THEY DO A LOT OF MOONSHINE AROUND HERE? LORD YES, A LOT OF FAMILIES 
WOULD HAVE STARVED WITHOUT MOONSHINE. DID YOU ALL USE YELLOW ROOT OR 
GINSENG FOR HOME REMEDIES? YES, LIKE IT YOU GOT SORES, LIKE CUTS IN THE CORNERS 
OF YOUR MOUTH, WHY YOU JUST CLEW SOME YELLOW ROOT AND IN THE MORNING IT 
WOULD BE WELL. WHAT OTHER KIND OF REMEDIES? WELL I USED TO GET GRASS 
POISONING ON MY LEGS, AND IT WOULDN'T HEAL AND MY MOTHER WOULD MAKE ME SCRUB 
MY LEGS WITH SALT WATER AND A WASH CLOTH. 
AFTER YOU AND TOM GOT MARRIED AND HAD YOURS KIDS, YOU TOLD ME THAT THINGS 
HAD CHANGED. DO YOU THINK ITS CHANGED FOR THE BETTER OR WORSE? OH ITS BETTER, 
WE HAVE ELECTRICITY, I NEVER HAD IT GROWING UP. I HAD NO LUXURIES. WE WORKED AT 
NIGHT DOING WASHING AND COOKING. WHEN IT WAS DINNER TIME, DID ALL THE MEN COME 
TO THE TABLE AND EAT FIRST AND THEN ALL THE WOMEN AND KIDS? OR HOW DID IT 
WORK? WELL IF YOU HAD A BIG LOT OF MEN, YOU WOULD SEAT THEM FIRST. BUT IF THERE 
WERE NOT THAT MANY WE WOULD ALL EAT TOGETHER. HOW MUCH DID YOU ALL HOGS 
WEIGH? MAYBE 3 OR 4 HUNDRED POUNDS. HE WOULD HAVE ONE READY TO KILL BY 
THANKSGIVING OR CHRISTMAS. BUT YOU WOULD HAVE TO HAVE A COLD SPELL TO FREEZE 
THEM. 
SO DID THE WOMEN DO THE COOKING? AND THE MEN DID THE EATING. WOULD TOM 
HELP YOU IN THE KITCHEN OR AROUND THE HOUSE? NO HE WOULDN'T HELP ME FOR 
NOTHING. HE MILKED THE COW FOR A WHILE THEN GOT TIRED OF IT. 
WAS THERE A LOT OF VIOLENCE BACK THEN? EVERYTHING PRETTY MUCH STAYED KINDA 
CALM. 
WAS TOM IN THE MINE WARS, LIKE AT MATEWAN? NO HE WASN'T SELLING TO THE MINES 
THEN. DO YOU REMEMBER THE MATEWAN MASSACRE? I READ ABOUT IT, THATS ALL I 
KNOW. 
WHAT DID YOUR KIDS DO WHEN THEY WHERE YOUNGER? WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES? 
BALL GAMES AND STUFF AROUND THE SCHOOL. MUCH LIKE IT IS NOW. 
YOU USED TO BE A TEACHER, DIDN'T YOU? YES, IN A ONE ROOM SCHOOL. MY TEACHER 
WAS HARRIS TOMBLIN. WHERE DID YOU GO TO SCHOOL AT? TRIAL FORK AND GOT MY 
TEACHING CERTIFICATE FROM CHARLESTON. 
IF YOU COULD HAVE LIVED SOMEWHERE ELSE WOULD YOU HAVE? NO. WHY? WELL I 
FEEL LIKE THERE IS NOT AS MUCH DESTRUCTION AS THERE IS EVERYWHERE ELSE. WHEN 
YOU WHERE YOUNGER IF YOU HAD A CHOICE WOULD YOU HAVE LEFT? OH YES, IF I HAD MY 
LIFE TO LIVE OVER I WOULD HAVE LEFT HERE. WHERE WOULD YOU HAVE MOVED TO? I 
DON'T KNOW, I HAVEN'T MADE UP MY MIND ON THAT YET. 
ARE YOU PROUD OF YOUR HERITAGE? YES I AM. ITS NOT MUCH BUT I HAVEN'T DONE 
BAD. ARE YOU PROUD OF YOUR TELLS OF LIFE? I AM SURE YOUR GRANDPARENTS TOLD 
YOU STORIES ABOUT THE OLD TIMES. 
DID PEOP~E HELP OTHER PEOPLE WHEN THEY WAS SICK? YES, MOSTLY TAKE FOOD 
FROM THEIR GARDENS AND HELP IN THAT WAY. 
SO IN THE CONCLUSION, YOU WAS NEVER RICH BUT NEVER POOR. YOU ALWAYS HAD 
WHAT YOU NEEDED? WE NEVER WENT HUNGRY. 
WHEN WAS YOU BORN? OCTOBER 19, 1909 
